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KaL and 8£ and prints the passages in all cases except under the 
article (even here for portions of the list), prepositions governing but 
one case, and the particles and pronouns that occur most frequently. 
This list of exceptions to the general rule of printing the passage 
itself, is longer than it ought to be ; but this is almost the only fault 
the book has, and for the great majority of students the defect is 
unimportant. Our hearty thanks are due to the editors for their 
arduous labor. In the interest of exact biblical scholarship it is to be 
hoped that the book will have a large sale. With this and the Hatch 
and Redpath Concordance of the Septuagint recently completed, we 
are well equipped for lexicographical study of the Greek Bible. Will 
some scholar now undertake a concordance of Josephus and Philo? 

E. D. B. 



Das Kindheits-Evangelium nach Lucas und Matthaeus unter 
Herbeiziehung der aussercanonischen Paralleltexte quellen- 
kritisch untersucht von Alfred Resch. Leipzig: J. C. 
Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung, 1897. Pp- iv -|- 336, 8vo. 
M. 6.50. 

The four chapters in our gospels relating to the descent, birth, and 
childhood of our Lord (Matt., chaps. 1 and 2 ; Luke, chaps. 1 and 2) are 
believed by Dr. Resch to have a common source in a very early Chris- 
tian document independent of the Logia or Urevangelium, but like it 
originally written in Hebrew. It is supposed to have been about as 
large as the Book of Ruth, of which indeed it was a conscious imita- 
tion. The title is preserved in the opening words of the first gospel, 
which are referred to the first two chapters alone, and not to the 
whole work : "The book of the generations of Jesus Christ." It began 
with an account of the circumstances connected with the birth of John 
the Baptist, and closed with a genealogy going back to Adam like that 
found in Luke, but as far as David corresponding substantially in 
details (though not in order) with that given in the first gospel. 

The publication of this Gospel of the Childhood cannot be dated 
later than 53 A. D. or earlier than the death of Mary. The author, of 
course, cannot be even conjectured, but it is cautiously hinted that 
the book may have been in some way connected with Mary. "If we 
could assume that the Tol'doth Ycsiutii (as it would be called in Hebrew) 
proceeded from memoranda or at least communications of Mary the 
darkness which envelops this document would give place to light." 
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This hypothesis, it is urged, would account for the remarkable reticence 
of the writer in relation to Mary, who is the only pious person in the 
story not distinctly commended. 

The direct and indirect influence of this Tol'doth Yeshua' in the 
early church is believed to have been very considerable. It was used, 
thinks Dr. Resch, not only by the writers of the first and third gospels 
in accordance with the special purpose of each, but also by the apostle 
John, the author of the fourth gospel, the prologue of which can only 
be understood when its literary dependence on the Gospel of the Child- 
hood is clearly recognized. The Pauline epistles (exclusive of those 
to the Thessalonians) and the Apocalypse also exhibit acquaintance 
with this gospel. Its influence can be traced in the writings of Justin 
Martyr, and to some extent in several of the apocryphal gospels, 
especially the protevangelium of James, and one recension of the gos- 
pel according to Thomas. Its testimony concerning the supernatural 
birth of Jesus underlies the earliest creed as represented in the epistles 
of Ignatius, the apology of Aristides, and the writings of Justin. Its 
indirect influence, it is thought, can be traced as late as Epiphanius. 
Dr. Resch even finds a glimpse of it in non-Christian circles. The 
Jewish myths about Jesus referred to by Celsus which seem to have 
something in common with the mediaeval Tol'doth Yeshua' are supposed 
to imply acquaintance with the Christian Tol'doth. 

These opinions are supported with a wonderful amount of learning 
and ingenuity, as all familiar with the writings of Dr. Resch will expect, 
but they are very far from proved. The existence of a common source 
for the Matthew and Luke passages is by no means demonstrated. 
The parallels of thought and expression enumerated on pages 26 and 
27 can be almost wholly accounted for by similarity of theme; and 
there are significant variations as well as correspondences. The 
strongly Semitic coloring of our gospel texts, which has long been 
recognized, particularly in the Luke passages, does not necessitate a 
Hebrew original, although the possibility must be freely conceded. 
The alleged traces of the Gospel of the Childhood in patristic and 
apocryphal literature are at the best indistinct. The extra-canonical 
statements collected by Dr. Resch are in many cases curious and 
interesting, but need not be relics of a lost gospel. When carefully 
examined the evidence adduced to prove this is often found to be 
exceedingly slender, as in the following instances: (1) The unsup- 
ported assertion of the gospel of Thomas that Joseph had property in 
Nazareth which he had inherited from his father is accepted as a genu- 
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ine fragment (pp. 169-170 and 223). (2) The circumcision of Jesus 
in a cave is supposed to be another fragment, on the testimony of the 
fourth century Epiphanius and the extremely unreliable Arabic Gospel 
of the Infancy (pp. 128 and 215). (3) The widely attested belief of 
the early church that a cave was the scene of the nativity, which is 
claimed as a third relic or reminiscence, can be readily accounted for 
by oral tradition. Not one of the three early authorities cited by Dr. 
Resch need rest on a now vanished Gospel of the Childhood. The 
words of Origen clearly refer to a local tradition. The statement of 
the Palestinian Justin may be reasonably supposed to have had a similar 
origin. The protevangelium of James, although relatively old, is not 
a good historical source. 

A new and very remarkable feature of this closing number of the 
"Extra-Canonical Parallels" is a bold attempt at reconstruction. Not 
content with trying to demonstrate the existence of the Tol'doth 
Yeshua' Dr. Resch has actually undertaken to reproduce it in Hebrew 
and Greek. In view of the recently recovered fragment of the original 
Ecclesiasticus, and the warning suggested by the comparison of that 
text with the efforts of scholars before it was found, the experiment is 
certainly hazardous. All that can be said is that if the Hebrew docu- 
ment existed it may have been something like what is suggested. Per- 
haps it would be a little less classical. 

Whatever may be thought of this attempt at retranslation the 
arrangement of canonical and extra-canonical material in seventeen 
chapters with critical notes is a very useful piece of work. The study 
of the subject has, at any rate, been made much easier for future 
inquirers. 

Of the many questions which are incidentally discussed one of the 
most interesting is the relation of the text of the Lewis codex to that 
of the Curetonian. Dr. Resch regards both as subsequent to the 
Diatessaron, the newly found text being, in his judgment, the latest. 
The Curetonian, a version of the "separate" gospels, represents a 
reaction against the Diatessaron, whilst the version preserved in the 
Lewis codex is strongly influenced by it. This conclusion is evidently 
affected by the author's theory about the character and origin of the 
text of codex D. As the latter is traced back, in some measure, to a 
revision of the gospels supposed to have been made in Pella about 
140 A. D. the Curetonian, which approaches it more closely than the 
Lewis codex, is preferred to the latter. Those who are not convinced 
of the Jewish Christian origin of many of the peculiarities of D are 
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not likely to accept this reasoning. Holding this unfavorable view of 
the Lewis codex Dr. Resch has not done it justice. The Curetonian, 
however, might also have been used more freely with advantage. On 
page 158 the Lewis text is misquoted. It reads not "Hosea" but 
"Isaiah" in Matt. 2:15. 

As this volume completes the "Extra-Canonical Parallels" a word 
may be expected about the significance of the whole work. Like so 
many German books it is too theoretical. The writer is continually 
posing as an advocate. The influence of his theory can be detected 
everywhere. It affects his estimate of authorities, and leads him to 
regard trifles as things of moment. Many of the so-called variants of 
translation to which such vast importance is ascribed are due to for- 
getfulness or carelessness ; and others are various readings rather than 
relics of a lost Urevangelium or Tol'doth Yeshua'. 

On the other hand, the value and interest of these wonderful vol- 
umes cannot be easily overrated. Students of the gospels owe to Dr. 
Resch a debt of gratitude which no words could discharge. The 
illustrative material which he has so patiently compiled and so clearly 
arranged, and the many luminous suggestions with which his pages 
abound constitute this noble work one of the most splendid scholarly 
achievements of the century. 

W. Taylor Smith. 

LITERARY NOTES. 

The Press Division of the University of Chicago has republished, 
in pamphlet, the article in the American Journal of Theology, by Bern- 
ard Weiss on The Present Status of the Inquiry Concerning the Gen- 
uineness of the Pauline Epistles. 

Dr. Edgar Whittaker Work, in his Great Moments in the Life 
of Paul (Dayton, O., W. J. Shuey, 75 cents), has described in readable, 
though colloquial style, the important scenes in the Apostle's life. 
The book is not intended or fitted for students, but may be serviceable 
for others. 

The American Baptist Publication Society have reissued in an 
attractive form the well-known address of Wm. R.Williams, "The Con- 
servative Principle in our Literature." Although fifty years have passed 
since the address was delivered, its classic style and earnest thought 
would make it of lasting value, even if many of the dangers which 
threatened literature half a century ago, were not still to be overcome. 



